
Sermon for September 4, 2011: Isaiah 55:1-5 
  
Series A: Sunday of the Church Year:  Pentecost 11 
Sunday Theme: “Ho!  Feast on God’s Free Salvation” 
First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-5 
Second Lesson: Romans 8:33-39 (Nothing Will Separate Us from God’s Love) 
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 (Jesus Feeds Over 5,000) 
Preaching Place: Our Savior’s, East Brunswick, NJ 
  
Dear Blessed and Privileged People of God: 
  
Bizunesh was a little boy from southern Ethiopia who was caught up in the famine.  He had 

nothing.  He and his family had to walk for weeks to get to a refugee camp.  Life was 

draining from his body.  He was thirsty but there was there was no water.  He was hungry 

but there was no food.  What was really bothering the entire family was that they had no 

money.  Even if they made it to the refugee camp how could they ever afford to buy what 

they needed to stay alive?  They could not buy food and water.  Little Bizunesh had to 

endure until he reached the camp.  When he arrived, he was three years old, but weighed 

less than 10 pounds.  
  
In a spiritual way we are much like Bizunesh.  I heard recently a commentator say that he 

sensed human existence was mere sham.  On the outside people have a veneer of happiness 

and put on a front of contentment, but inside there is emptiness.  On the inside, the 

comment came, that there people feel no purpose in life.  Perhaps the Rolling Stones were 

singing for more than their generation when they lamented, “I can’t get no satisfaction.”  Is 

this true of you?  Are you at times hungry and thirsty for something better in life? 
  
If you are hungry and thirsty for something more than this life has to offer, you’ve come to 

the right place.  The words of the prophet still lives today.  It is an invitation of satisfying 

refreshment: 
  

“Ho!  Feast on God’s Free Salvation” 
  
I. 

  

A. “Ho!”   
  1. If that got your attention, then the first Hebrew word of Isaiah 55 did its job. It is to 

point the mind to something that is very important.  The King James Version of the 

Bible carries it.  Others translate it as “Hey” (The NET Bible) or “Hey there!” (The 

Message).  The New International Version doesn’t translate the word so we want to 

emphasize, “Come!!! Open your ears to this message.”  This message is so important 

that there is a form of “Ho” in each of these five verses. 

 
  2. To understand the “Ho” of this invitation, it is imperative that we know how hungry 

and thirsty we really are.  Sometimes people are ignorant of the emptiness of life.  

They become very good at living a lie about themselves.  This was the case with the 



congregation in Laodicea.  Jesus had to write them a letter to open their eyes so they 

would see their worthless lives.  His letter contained these two sentences: You say, “I 

am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that 

you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked” (Revelation 3:17).  I believe that’s 

what wise King Solomon meant when he said, “One man pretends to be rich, but has 

nothing” (Proverbs :13:7).  What hollow thinking it is to imagine that after this life 

there is nothing at all, that when you die you simply don’t exist anymore.  What a 

worthless life that is!  Don’t you want more than that? 

 
  3. Ho!  Understand where the emptiness comes from.  The empty life comes from a 

broken relationship with God.  It started with the fall into sin and continues in our 

lives too.  So often we spend our money on what is not bread and labor on what does not 

satisfy (Is.55:3).  Priorities are so messed up in our society.  Everything around us will 

be destroyed.  Everything goes from a state of organization to a state of 

disorganization.  Yet we give our hearts to the world and the quick fixes of 

meaningless busyness of life.  
  
B. Jesus came with something much better. 
  1. Jesus promised, “I have come to bring life and life to its full” (John 10:10).  He was 

even saying more than might be indicated by our English translation.  According to 

the original Greek he was saying in him we have more than a full life.  We have a life 

that is overflowing.  This was God’s promise of faithful love given to David. 

 
  2. In order to give us fullness of life, he emptied himself, who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing 

(Greek: emptied himself), taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death – even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8).   
 
  3. An interesting comparison is how Jesus describes his agony on the cross in terms of 

thirst.  In prophecy Jesus groaned, “My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my 

tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death (Psalm 22:15).  

And while he was on the cross after the suffering for sin was over, he had one request, 

“I am thirsty” (John 19:28).  He suffered our thirst, what we might have the waters of 

life. 

 
  4. With Jesus St. Paul proclaimed, he was poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, 

and yet possessing everything (2 Corinthians 4:6). 
  
Transition:  Now the invitation is clear.  
  
C. Come, if you are thirsty and hungry.  You are invited to eat and drink your fill. 
  1. “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, 

buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost (Isaiah 55:1).  

Just like Bisuresh’s family, we might wonder what we have to pay to fill up our souls.  



But God through the prophet assures us.  There is something far better than basic 

water.  There is milk to nourish and wine to celebrate. 

 
  2. The best news is that riches are abundantly there and abundantly free!  The “Ho” of 

verse two is this:  “Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good.”  Everything is done for 

us.  Even though we have rebelled and deserve nothing but an empty forever in hell, 

Jesus came and suffered.  Now our souls will be pampered to overabundance (Isaiah 

55:2, literally from the Hebrew).  There is no more that needs to be done for our souls.  

In Jesus they are filled to overflowing.  We might not feel it in this cursed world. 

 
  3. But heaven itself is described as having our thirst quenched forever.  In the book of 

Revelation we hear the word of God.  He said to me, “It is done.  I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 

without cost from the spring of the water of life (Rev.21:6).  Again at the close of the 

Bible is that promise that is faithful and true.  Believe these words.  It will happen.  

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is 

thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life” 

(Rev. 22:17).  Verse three has a “Ho!” that wakes us up out of daydreaming.  Give ear 

to me (cup your ear, pay attention, don’t miss this) and come to me; hear me, that your 

soul may live.  This is an everlasting covenant (Is.55:3).  God promises this on oath.  He 

swears by himself.  He does forgive your sins through Jesus.  He will take you to 

heaven.  Trust him always so you don’t lose it.  Live in a state of listening to this 

message.  This is the same message he gave to David. 
  
Transition:  Notice that the feast is not only for those who are God’s people now.  But 

David, or should we say the Son of David, welcomes those from the outside to come to 

feast on God’s free salvation. 
  
II. Others are invited to eat and drink their fill. 
  
A. Jesus takes the lead in inviting others to the blessed banquet. 
  1. Verse four starts out with a “Ho!”: “Behold!  Look!  See!”  “See, I have made him a 

witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples” (Is. 55:4).  The ‘him’ 

here is Jesus, the way to heaven. 

 
  2. Once Jesus was walking in enemy territory – Samaria.  There in the town of Sychar 

there was a woman who was a despised Samaritan.  She was not only an ethnic 

outcast, but also a moral outcast.  She had five husbands and all of them divorced her.  

She had given up on marriage and now was living with a man that was not her 

husband.  She came to Jacob’s well and she met a very different man.  Jesus invited 

her to drink her fill from the wells of salvation.  “Whoever drinks the water I give will 

never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give will become in them a spring of water welling up to 

everlasting life” (John 4:14).  Her soul drank deeply and peace swept her.  She went 

back into the town and told them, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.  

Could this be the Christ?” (John 4:29).  From her witness many other Samaritans 

come to Jesus and drank from the living water of Jesus’ message of forgiveness. 



 
  3. He fulfilled all the prophecies of the prophets including this one.  Pay attention to this 

because verse five begins with a “Ho!”  “Surely (behold), you will summon nations you 

know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the LORD 

your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor” (Is 55:5). 
  
B. Jesus, as the leader and commander has commissioned us to invite others in his name to 

the Gospel feast. 

 
1. We are to look for those crawling because of spiritual dehydration.  We are to carry 

those suffering from malnutrition.  Let’s say that you had a huge tank of clean cool 

water, more than you could ever use.  Then a person dying of thirst would come 

crawling on their hands and knees.  They didn’t know you had the water.  You could 

get away without giving them anything.  What would you do?  What should you do?  

The answer is obvious. 

 
2. Or let’s say that you had a gigantic walk-in refrigerator, stockpiled with the best 

tasting and most nutritious delicacies.  Then a beggar came stumbling and on the 

verge of fainting.  Again the food was well-hidden.  You wouldn’t have to give him 

anything.  What would you do?  What should you do?  The answer is obvious. 

 
3. Through you and me individually, as a congregation, and as a synod, Jesus continues 

to invite others of all nations to eat and drink their fill of God’s spiritual blessings.  As 

Isaiah said, “Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not 

know you will hasten to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel” 

(Is.55:5a). 
 
  4. The very last phrase of the text fills us with great anticipation because of the last 

word.  It is translated as “splendor”.  Yet it means more than beauty.  It means honor 

and glory.   That is what Jesus offers everyone.  The invitation is out.  Welcome 

others.  Get their attention.  Ho!  Feast on God’s Free Salvation.  Amen. 
 


